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LOCAL MP JUDITH CUMMINS VISITS LOCAL PHARMACY AS NATIONAL PHARMACY FLU
VACCINATION SERVICE GETS UNDERWAY

Photo: Judith Cummins receiving her flu vaccine from pharmacist Shazma Hussain

Today Judith Cummins visited Tesco Pharmacy Queensbury to learn more about the national
pharmacy NHS flu vaccination service. The service aims to make it easier than ever to get an NHS flu
jab and to increase the number of at risk people across England being protected from ill health over
the winter months.

During the visit Judith heard about the wide range of support the pharmacy provides to patients
including NHS Flu vaccinations, advice about healthy living and travel clinic. They discussed that the
pharmacy is open 7-days a week so the pharmacy sees patients from across Bradford including at
times when their GP is closed. They also discussed the impact that pharmacy services can have on
the NHS, helping to reduce pressure on local GPs and hospitals.
Shamza Hussain, pharmacist comments: “The NHS community pharmacy flu vaccination service,
which is now available in Tesco Pharmacy Queensbury, is a great opportunity for more at-risk people
to have their jab protecting them during the winter. Community pharmacies are the most accessible
healthcare locations and this service makes it easier than ever for you to get vaccinated, in the main
without the need for an appointment.”
Judith Cummins MP commented, “As winter draws nearer many people will suffer with ill health.
Older people aged 65 and over and adults with certain medical conditions can benefit from the NHS
flu vaccination service being offered in local pharmacies. The vaccination will help protect people
through the winter months avoiding an illness that can have serious consequences. I encourage atrisk people in Bradford South to make sure they get their flu jab.”
Ruth Buchan, Chief Executive Officer at Community Pharmacy West Yorkshire said: “We’re really
proud of how our local pharmacies have been doing with the NHS flu vaccination service, helping to
make sure that everyone who needs the vaccine, gets it. But we believe the Government should be
making even better use of pharmacies; we would love to offer even more services to help local people
to stay healthy, support them with their long-term conditions and reduce pressure on other local
healthcare services.”

About the pharmacy flu vaccination service:
All adults aged 65 years and over, and those aged 18 years or over and in clinical risk groups, can
receive a free of charge NHS flu jab at community pharmacies across the country, often without the
need for an appointment. People in at risk groups include pregnant women and those with certain
medical conditions including asthma and diabetes. Pharmacists will be using the same vaccination as
those offered by GPs and they will be required to notify GPs when they have vaccinated people.

About community pharmacy
Your local pharmacy is more than just a place to get medicines. It provides a range of NHS services
and ensures people can get face-to-face, healthcare professional advice without an appointment.
There are around 11,000 community pharmacies across the UK, so for most of us, there’s one very
close by. In fact, 96% of people can get to a pharmacy within 20 minutes by walking or using public
transport. Community pharmacists provide rapid access, without appointment, to a healthcare
professional and offer a range of clinical and public health services. Most pharmacies now have
consultation rooms, where you can talk with your pharmacist without being overheard.
You might be surprised at what pharmacies now offer: personalised medicines advice, help to quit
smoking and to maintain good sexual health, treatment for common ailments, advice on preventing
disease. And more. It’s a package of care…not just packets of pills!
What’s more, pharmacies are part of the fabric of local communities. They provide local employment
and are a health and social care asset close to where people live, work and shop.
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Community Pharmacy West Yorkshire is the Local Pharmaceutical Committee for pharmacies in
West Yorkshire.
For enquiries and further details please contact Ruth Buchan, Chief Executive, Community Pharmacy
West Yorkshire on 0113 27 27 560 or 07718 192 287. Alternatively, email ruth@cpwy.org

